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UM PROFESSOR
SEES POSSIBLE RISKS
IN NUCLEAR USAGE

MISSOULA--Are the possible risks to health and environment of Montanans worth a few short term
benefits reaped from the peaceful uses of nuclear explosions?
Dr. Meyer Chessin, professor of botany at the University of Montana, in his article,
"Montana and the PLOWSHARE Program - Benefits vs. Risks," published in the summer issue
of the Montana Business Quarterly, investigates this important and interesting question.
Dr. Chessin states that the PLOWSHARE program, established in 1957 by the Atomic
Energy Commission, represents, at least on paper, a hopeful indication that mankind will
tame the atom for peaceful purposes.
However, Dr. Chessin indicates the results of actual tests are frightening

because

unusual readings of radioactivity were recorded in Helena and in Canada after a cratering
explosion equivalent to 35,000 tons of TNT was conducted at the Nevada Site on December 8,
1968.
He said this implies that the explosion not only disseminated radioactive

poison

over a large area but also violated the Limited Test Ban Treaty, which prohibits tests
that result in radioactivity crossing the borders of the testing nation.
Dr. Chessin points out certain potentials in the practical use of nuclear explosions,
but in view of contamination of air, food, water, fuel and mineral products and the
limitation of the Test Ban Treaty,

he warns Montanans to weigh the grave implications

of such tests before entering into the PLOWSHARE program..
In an accompanying article, "A Review of a New Boom in Marketing," Rauf A. Khan and
Dr. Patricia P. Douglas, both of the Bureau of Business and Economic Research at the
University of Montana, discuss the field of franchising and its future potential.
more
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The general status of franchising operations reports from spokesmen are optimistic,
but the authors point out that these statistics usually include automobile, gas station
and soft drink concerns--well-established industries--and therefore such reports make
it difficult to evaluate more recent and specialty-type franchises.
Although franchising tends to curtail the freedom of the owner as an independent
businessman, and some franchisers tend to place constraints on the line of products or
services offered, Khan and Dr. Douglas note that because 0f the sheer number of companies
offering franchises--approximately 950 specialty companies, in addition to the standard
automobile, service station, and soft drink franchises--it would suggest that the advan
tages of franchising outweigh the disadvantages.
The authors, however, caution the potential franchisee to thoroughly investigate and
evaluate the advantages and pitfalls of franchising before entering into a contract.
Among other articles in the 1969 summer quarter edition of "Montana Business Quarterly/'
is one by Dr. William D. Diehl entitled "The 1969-71 Interim Fiscal Affairs Study."

This

article deals with a study of the fiscal problems of state and local governments, which is
under Dr. Diehl's direction.

He is the former director of the UM Bureau of Business and

Economic Research (BBER).
Also appearing in this issue are three other articles--"Party Structure and The
Nominating Process" by Dr. Thomas Payne, professor of political science at UM; "Research
and Development:

Social Utility and Public Policy" by Dr. Raymond G. Hunt, a psychology

professor at the State University of New York, Buffalo, and "Population Estimates for
Montana Counties" by the BBER.
The Montana Business Quarterly is published four times a year by the BBER at the
University of Montana.

